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1. Editorial  

The European Union’s efforts to impose UPOV plant variety rights on countries in the South, although 

the system runs contrary to their respective seed systems, were documented in a study published by 

APBREBES last November. The forceful inclusion of UPOV in the EU-Indonesia Free Trade Agreement, 

as civil society is demanding its withdrawal, shows how topical the issue remains. The newsletter 

echoes those concerns and highlights five additional studies on intellectual property rights and seeds. 

 

2. Civil society calls upon the EU and Indonesia to respect the rights of Indonesian famers   

Close to 90 organizations have signed a letter to call on the European Union to withdraw its demand 

that Indonesia adopt UPOV 91-compliant plant variety protection laws as part of the free trade 

agreement being negotiated with the country. The NGOs also invite the government of Indonesia to 

stand up for the rights of its farmers and to resist the condition imposed by the European Union on 

the rules of UPOV-91. APBREBES together with Indonesia for Global Justice, Both ENDS, and the Third 

World Network published a media release on this issue, as well as a Briefing Paper: “The reasons why 

Indonesia should not (be forced to) join UPOV.” 

 

3. Tensions between ontological, legal, and political systems imbue the PVP Bill in New Zealand 

In the New Zealand cannot ratify UPOV 91 if it is also to respect Māori’s rights in its new plant variety 

protection law, as demonstrated in a study we published last year “Searching for flexibility” by Karine 

Peschard. David J. Jefferson, Lecturer at the University of Canterbury (New Zealand) just published an 

article analysing the issue in further detail. He writes that the new Plant Variety Protection law 

should be regarded as a key development, both in the national context of recent efforts to 

reinvigorate the promises of Te Tiriti, and in the realm of international legal efforts to recognise and 

protect Indigenous peoples' rights in relation to biodiversity and traditional knowledge. However, the 

progressive reform may fall short of its aspirations for an authentic partnership between Māori and 

the Crown. 

 

4. Colonial pathways for agrobiotechnological accumulation  

Three years ago, APBREBES published a study about the dysfunctional plant variety protection 
system in francophone Africa. A new article (restricted access) by Lodewijk Van Dycke (Max Planck 
Institute for Innovation and Competition, Munich, Germany) comes to a similar conclusion and 
explains the mechanisms allowing the seed industry to participate in the dispossession of farmers. He 

https://cvmwp04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/I6+113/cVmWp04/VVrvf85D6pMJW8MHqM37FnXYxW7zr5cm4LX-28N7qyl173lScZV1-WJV7CgM_dW1whmlx848376W2mMP0P1RhyQwW7PKqm44x6FpJW1v-S306YZL9SW1YnsV_55vPx0W1TfTWv7YhgZgW2_MlMZ1tDRVfF1Rb_Cg3sRKW5tZgYS8qN5N4W6VzMqD2z9MtjW2f3SBV5mpdLrW3yt7D37CvxCGW6ZL1hK71ttklW4NWrMz2CCPNyW5dg1qw4Zs0NjW8kkBVD5RKNl2W7hbrJb8QcX1TW824gMd2G_34zW4VZ5ZF3dyfx0N6CPFlJX2QmjN4rx6r7WPJKwW6vWJtq62rGpmW2ts5_T7t3YT4W899pGZ6Lch0mW2gW-NK6hR7V1W1YmDF22FT1ZYVR31Gc2Dl7ByW6WvZ-k9fNBWjN12TzrVCvQdwN6pmc2Wd8wxS39zc1
https://cvmwp04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/I6+113/cVmWp04/VVrvf85D6pMJW8MHqM37FnXYxW7zr5cm4LX-28N7qyl0S3lScGV1-WJV7CgGsjW34ghtH63Q2gTW6spCNf5_d4xMW6KMBv177v59_W5M4dFW4WZ68_W7P_mcH5DK0xnW5JLHPQ1_jfjVW2XLPVk6P-DcNW5MJ1gl4nWLqZW84jXLZ16rM3CW3D5CDV9lTFw_W74_bmH3VsxssW1V6HLW5DPLDDW1bMqtz9cr_2SW4mjgqs7yCN6DW3F0jWj7kl0xjW97JQ8h1hWj53W7t3P3w8r6W6yW4PJ2Ck7VQ5-3W3W2LnV6JrRJxW77Gxdd8hGwWLW68BK3p3v4Dd4W9lfgWl3WrBN_W7t8C3w33lJk6W5YzQ8p8TFrNMW64ZnlH6CphcJW1RMPJP3jNC0_W5Ybdzs3fj8S_W2NsYF88j2cc_3pWT1
https://cvmwp04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/I6+113/cVmWp04/VVrvf85D6pMJW8MHqM37FnXYxW7zr5cm4LX-28N7qyl0S3lScGV1-WJV7CgXQDW75FYDS2slgTdW1j0G425B9CRSW1f8DNT6Y3s_jW69QZCx25QmTkW7vxs0K3CFx0hW2cpm9h5fpxMFW7_Spxy3VyP7PN4k55Z_tJ8sLMcM5sJyf8zzW4yXzGF7_BrZ3W6T_6YH7-yGCLW5y5Yd73Xz_czW1nJdF85Rv4nVW674J1g71TmsFW8vdVDz7zLQpVVcGk2l1j62shN4_8kJtSCmx-N5GZjQG747FGW22t88S2z0hg4W5vP44s4b6bQmW7ytfHb5Dl6zRW8_wnvT6l-t2-W49W2GP1svF4fW6SjpnD7tjMX3W7FhZz33VSJQYW7tZQwN7JDFCfW1L_H271W5fgVW5-1VHt4vJBwV3h8y1
https://cvmwp04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/I6+113/cVmWp04/VVrvf85D6pMJW8MHqM37FnXYxW7zr5cm4LX-28N7qyl0S3lScGV1-WJV7CgZFPVq7r151zrhLmW8XrLjY28PVrgN5cmM6kPvwP-VWhLYk7LYmPSW7qkc-h4XPnc3VNDSDd3ftkGcV9c6w-8rLFYVVcSSG47dfX5wW6--6kZ21K02PW6XFNnK1P102pN1VHCg-nVm3zW2SfDsv2zv0n3W29Mggt5zYvqDW1g6K103FLd-WN55-ZxBL7M1PW45ZgqP4095KcW6K3wyg4PkbS6W9hnxrr6lxpD6W8dS5pY5p2nnBW60kbZc253B_2W54qtGh7RtLWwN4cd6C_MqZsLW28M6gk622ggMVBK6M_5Gbc4rW6vgnj03hccS7W5sv-jM4JsDWZVc3QhS3jnW9vW2sssJm5S5dsC3gQ51
https://cvmwp04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/I6+113/cVmWp04/VVrvf85D6pMJW8MHqM37FnXYxW7zr5cm4LX-28N7qyl0f3lSc3V1-WJV7CgZsDW7p0Jjg48z5McW1ZT96438X_rGW8X6rmy5F7WbYW6ww1wl63CtdWW7T5Ch849m0zZW5Y-Tpp5HrjFhW19Nq-02hnPp1W62f0tZ5w9ZyzW3J17_T38rVtlW32Qn5F1HStQ1W8G8v_y7JbDyVW4YMlmD1bHtTbW2V9k424Qxh9NW57mw0T5JPqSKVFwymN89JyrcM_Y96gn_rjgW3TkFp3985mwxVDcxH88vkcz5W5VMgPL55m-n0W3g9w8g8RjjzWVGfMnH3z2bykVbFR9332_KmJVS4Xwg5CGdrYVGg7Pd6FZjw33mhc1
https://cvmwp04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/I6+113/cVmWp04/VVrvf85D6pMJW8MHqM37FnXYxW7zr5cm4LX-28N7qyk_35knJ3V3Zsc37CgZgMW7_-y2z2RJ4--W81clBC5c_xljW2lCzNs7-Y6M-VbQ3_q3rL2KKW8SbYY82LyGqJW8ss8fM9f_dRtW4gqS7K2SPJGZMwKdL2-g7fPVRfFSc4Rlw_yVFrc-q8CZZXXW7bwFCG5lCkvZN4jhQCjCJ-5xW1p2bTr7WlD9mVCfwl_5LydyHW8JX9073spwvvW8qVDvR2CkrwKW7n0Z2T6RGBmfW6L_Vj08R18tpW3GlV046lVH5RW4kNbNG1CTgLNW4CFLM_8l8DnVW5R8l6Y4SYzBsW1p93K678N10-W4b3kl96RrYvQN3FPxJ-XVfzDN7ndLv75C-3RW7n58ys4NVQjGW20Mcd09kVY1gW7yLkYb6CdSQ8W1WsRLv22HxQSVfmYRM3yDxT_W8-6hd07KFVgF3dWm1
https://cvmwp04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/I6+113/cVmWp04/VVrvf85D6pMJW8MHqM37FnXYxW7zr5cm4LX-28N7qyl0f3lSc3V1-WJV7CgKhFV3-h4w5Lh7PdN12QmMV4f50DVhxLwL7dHrfrVVNb2m7sWknhW4VNRJ35xm8JfN7JtpXlMByK4W97lw1k8X1fpZW3Qd6l86zsrZ3W7Ryrs23GMxLhW89H4MM8wqZ6sW52SgB737tRZ0W4BZfND7d3SsRW1Jdwrp7LMsj4W41mzgT3Q6s5rW7---Z45CXNp2W28lZMk5JNcy0W8RtS6D8N8n8JV2D2CC7cMx3_W4kg6jF4HJbFrW6cfLwc90lVGVW22k8gb3XMtZsW6xZ1yS7Jhhx4W7PP8ZN2C85SpW44wlQp7MgJb235lw1
https://www.apbrebes.org/news/dysfunctional-plant-variety-protection-system-ten-years-upov-implementation-francophone-africa
https://www.apbrebes.org/news/dysfunctional-plant-variety-protection-system-ten-years-upov-implementation-francophone-africa
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03066150.2021.1955677?scroll=top&needAccess=true


concludes: “Despite numerous legal obligations and the money spent to make them bite, African – 
especially West African – seed business law remains disused regarding legal frameworks adopted, 
titles registered, and legal practice. Burkinabe cotton and Senegalese rice show that less-than-
vigorous, dysfunctional seed business law interacts with colonial pathways to accumulation, 
comprising centralised seed distribution systems annex subsidies.” 
 

 
5. How the commons-based seed sector promotes resilience in agriculture 

A new study by Lea Kliem PhD Candidate and Prof. Dr. Stefanie Sievers-Glotzbach, Professor for 

“Economics of the Commons” at Oldenburg University in Germany, focuses on the vegetable seed 

sector in German-speaking countries. The study compares the impact of commons-oriented seed 

production with conventional private-property-based seed production. It finds that the commons 

structures promote agroecological resilience in several respects. Common structures foster diversity 

at the genetic, crop species, and landscape levels, create redundancy in seed supply channels and 

increase autonomy from external resource inputs and international markets. 

 

6. Social practices of urban community seed sharing initiatives for just transitions to sustainability 

To date, seed-sharing research has predominantly occurred as one element of wider seed 

sovereignty debates, particularly concerning farmers in low- and middle-income countries. To 

broaden the understanding of seed-sharing and its diverse practices, the paper by Anna Davies, 

Professor at the Department of Geography of Trinity College Dublin, Ireland (et al.) provides a 

foundational landscape-level analysis of urban community seed-sharing initiatives from 100 urban 

locations globally. 

 

7. Moving towards rights-based agriculture policy in Canada 

A research paper by Jessie MacInnis, Research Assistant at the University of Manitoba, Canada, 

presents a vision for a food system free from human rights violations. Central to this vision is the 

implementation by Canadian provincial and federal agriculture policy-makers of the articles (incl. the 

article on the right to seeds) enshrined in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants 

and Other People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP). 

 

8. Subscription, Feedback & Contact 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the APBREBES Updates.  

You are welcome to forward this issue to other interested individuals or organizations.  

Feedback & Contact  

François Meienberg, Coordinator Association for Plant Breeding for the Benefit of Society 

(APBREBES) Mail: contact@apbrebes.org, Web: www.apbrebes.org 
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