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1. The World Farmers’ Organisation (WFO) requested, by letter of May 12, 2014, the granting of 
observer status to the Council, the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ) and to the Technical 
Committee (TC) of UPOV.  A copy of the letter is contained in Annex I.   
 
2. The “Rules Governing the Granting of Observer Status to States, Intergovernmental Organizations 
and International Non-Governmental Organizations in UPOV Bodies” (Granting Rules) (see 
http://www.upov.int/export/sites/upov/members/en/pdf/rules_observer_status.pdf) provide that the 
Consultative Committee is responsible for deciding which intergovernmental organizations should be granted 
observer status to the Council, the CAJ and the TC (see document UPOV/INF/19/1, paragraph 2(a)(ii), (c)(ii) 
and (d)(ii)). 
 
3. The Granting Rules (see document UPOV/INF/19/1, paragraph 3(a) and (b)) provide that the following 
procedure should be followed by an organization wishing to obtain observer status: 

 
“(a) In the first instance, the head of the organization should send a letter to the Secretary-General of 
UPOV requesting the granting of observer status to the Council and, if appropriate, to the CAJ, the TC 
and/or the TWPs. 
 
“(b) The letter should contain a brief description of the organization’s objectives, activities, structure and 
membership and:  for intergovernmental organizations, a copy of the constituent treaty; and for international 
non-governmental organizations a copy of the statutes.” 

 
4. The “World Farmers’ Organisation Statutes” (WFO Statutes) are reproduced in Annex II (in English). 
 
5. The Granting Rules provide the following (see document UPOV/INF/19/1, paragraph 2): 

“The granting of observer status to intergovernmental and international non-governmental organizations is 
reserved to those organizations with competence in areas of direct relevance in respect of matters 
governed by the UPOV Convention.  The constituent treaty for intergovernmental organizations and the 
statutes for international non-governmental organizations will form the basis to determine that competence. 
[…]” 

 
6. Article III “Objectives and activities” of the WFO Statutes provides the following: 

 
“The association’s mission is to bring together national agricultural producer organisations and national 
cooperative organisations of agricultural producers, to create policies and advocate on their behalf to 
improve the economic and social conditions of their producers, families and communities.  In particular, the 
association pursues the following objectives: 
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• improve farmers’ livelihoods and the viability of rural communities around the world; 

 
• contribute to global food security by facilitating cooperation between the associated 

organisations; 
 

• facilitate the organisation of agricultural producers and enable them to improve their position in 
the food supply chain; 

 
• promote and protect other agriculture-related activities, such as forestry, aquaculture, 

environment, trade, research and education; 
 

• encourage farmers’ involvement in sustainable rural development, the environment and new 
emerging challenges, such as climate change and the renewal of generations; 

 
• improve farmers’ access to natural resources and address productivity improvements; 

 
“In order to achieve these objectives, the organisation shall: 

 
• represent its members in international non- or inter-governmental fora relevant to world farmers; 

 
• promote and advocate on behalf of world farmers by developing strategic agricultural policies and 

other related policies; 
 

• promote collaboration between its members and with international organisations; 
 

• carry out and/or promote research, in-depth examination, studies and analyses as well as 
promote and/or organise conferences, meetings and seminars on topics and issues which are of 
interest to the association; 

 
• establish and develop contacts, relationships and partnerships, both at national and international 

level, with governments, institutions, entities and, in general, with public and private bodies from 
Italy or abroad, which are relevant to the topics and issues that are of interest to the association; 

 
• receive and use contributions, funds or other allocations of any type and nature, both private and 

public, subject to rules of procedure established by the Board; 
 

• conclude agreements, protocols and conventions with other entities and third parties in general; 
 

• possess, own, manage and rent buildings and other equipment, both movable and immovable; 
 

• establish other organisations and/or participate as a member in other organisations, whose 
objectives are compatible with the association’s own objectives, and importantly with its mission; 

 
• carry out any other activity which is related and/or similar to those listed above, as well as carry 

out all acts and conclude all contractual operations relating to property, equipment, funds and 
industrial aspects, which are necessary and/or useful for achieving the association’s aims and 
which are directly or indirectly linked to these, in accordance with the law; 

 
• study, analyze and develop trade policy that enhances farm incomes and encourages efficient 

resource use.” 
 
 

7. The Consultative Committee is invited to 
consider the request of the World Farmers’ 
Organisation for the granting of observer status to 
the Council, the CAJ and the TC. 

 
 
 

[Annexes follow] 
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