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Opening of the session 
 
1. The Consultative Committee held its ninety-seventh session via electronic means on October 29 and 30, 
2020.  The list of participants is reproduced in the Annex to this document. 
 
2. The session was opened and chaired by Mr. Marien Valstar (Netherlands), President of the Council, who 
welcomed the participants and the new Secretary-General, Mr. Daren Tang.  
 
3. Mr. Daren Tang, Secretary-General, welcomed the participants to the first virtual meeting of the 
Consultative Committee and thanked the members of the Union for their cooperation and support in the approach 
taken for the UPOV sessions in 2020, namely virtual meetings combined with consideration of documents by 
correspondence.  He expressed his satisfaction at the approval of the Strategic Business Plan 2021-2025, which 
set out a positive vision for the development of UPOV over the next 5 years, based on the use of technology and 
enhancing cooperation.  He was encouraged that the Consultative Committee had endorsed the basis for the 
Preparation of the Draft Program and Budget for the 2022-2023 Biennium.  Also in relation to the Program and 
Budget for the 2022-2023 Biennium, he was pleased to see that the Consultative Committee had embraced the 
proposal for the organization of a pilot project on the use of neural machine translation technologies.  He noted 
that the initiative had the potential to reduce costs and to increase the impact of UPOV guidance and materials.  
 
4. The Consultative Committee noted the report by the Vice Secretary-General that Mr. Amit Sharma would 
start work on November 1, 2020 as IT Support Officer on a temporary appointment. 
 
 
Adoption of the agenda 
 
5. The Consultative Committee adopted the revised draft agenda, as presented in document CC/97/1 Rev. 2, 
and agreed to move item19 “Policy on translation” (document CC/97/10 Rev.), after item 15 “Summary of the 
work of the Consultative Group on Long-term Financial Issues of UPOV” (document CC/97/7).  
 
 
Outcome of the consideration of documents by correspondence 
 
6. The Consultative Committee considered document CC/97/15. 
 
7. The Consultative Committee noted the information on the outcome of the procedure for consideration of 
documents by correspondence, as reported in document CC/97/15. 
 
 
Appointment of the Secretary-General 
 
8. The Consultative Committee noted that document C/54/11 had been considered by correspondence. 
 
9. The Consultative Committee noted that the decision in document C/54/11 had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 13 and 14. 
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10. The Consultative Committee noted the report from the Office of the Union that the Council, in the 
procedure by correspondence, had appointed, on October 25, 2020, Mr. Daren Tang as the Secretary-General 
of UPOV for the period from October 30, 2020, to September 30, 2026 (see document C/54/17 “Outcome of 
consideration of documents by correspondence”, paragraphs 12 and 13). 
 
 
Extension of the appointment of the Vice Secretary-General 
 
11. The Consultative Committee noted that document C/54/12 had been considered by correspondence.  
 
12. The Consultative Committee noted that the decision in document C/54/12 had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 15 and 16. 
 
13. The Consultative Committee noted the report from the Office of the Union that the Council, in the 
procedure by correspondence, had extended, on October 25, 2020, the appointment of the 
Vice Secretary-General from December 1, 2021, until November 30, 2022 (see document C/54/17 “Outcome 
of consideration of documents by correspondence”, paragraphs 14 and 15). 
 
 
Documents proposed for adoption by the Council  
 
14. The Consultative Committee noted that document C/54/3 Rev. had been considered by correspondence. 
 
15. The Consultative Committee noted that the decisions in document C/54/3 Rev. had been taken and the 
following documents had been approved by the Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in 
document CC/97/15, paragraphs 18 and 33. 
 
Information Materials 

Document UPOV/INF/16: Exchangeable Software (Revision) (document UPOV/INF/16/9 Draft 2) 

Document UPOV/INF/22: Software and Equipment Used by Members of the Union (Revision) 
(document UPOV/INF/22/7 Draft 1) 

Document UPOV/INF-EXN: List of UPOV/INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates (Revision) 
(document UPOV/INF-EXN/14 Draft 2) 

 
TGP Documents 

Document TGP/5: Experience and Cooperation in DUS Testing, Section 6:  UPOV Report on 
Technical Examination and UPOV Variety Description (Revision) 
(document TGP/5:  Section 6/3 Draft 1) 

Document TGP/7: Development of Test Guidelines (Revision) (document TGP/7/8 Draft 1) 

Document TGP/14: Glossary of Terms Used in UPOV Documents (Revision) 
(document TGP/14/5 Draft 1) 

Document TGP/15: Guidance on the Use of Biochemical and Molecular Markers in the 
Examination of Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability (DUS) (Revision) 
(document TGP/15/3 Draft 1) 

Document TGP/0: List of TGP documents and latest issue dates (Revision) 
(document TGP/0/12 Draft 1) 

 
16. The Consultative Committee noted the report from the Office of the Union that the information materials 
and TGP documents above had been adopted by the Council on October 25, 2020, in the procedure by 
correspondence (see document C/54/17 “Outcome of consideration of documents by correspondence”, 
paragraphs 16 to 24). 
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Financial statements for 2019 
 
17. The Consultative Committee noted that document C/54/5 had been considered by correspondence. 
 
18. The Consultative Committee noted that the decision in document C/54/5 had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraph 35. 
 
19. The Consultative Committee noted the report from the Office of the Union that the decision in 
document C/54/5 had been adopted by the Council on October 25, 2020, in the procedure by correspondence 
(see document C/54/17 “Outcome of consideration of documents by correspondence”, paragraph 26). 
 
 
Report of the External Auditor 
 
20. The Consultative Committee considered document C/54/6 and noted the information contained in the 
Report of the External Auditor. 
 
21. In response to a question from the Delegation of the European Union on how the Office of the Union 
planned to respond to the two recommendations in the Report of the External Auditor, it was agreed that the 
Office of the Union should present proposals on the reporting of the financing of UPOV PRISMA for 
consideration by the Consultative Committee at its ninety-eighth session. 
 
22. In response to a question from the Delegation of the European Union on how the Office of the Union 
planned to address the External Auditor’s comment on their previous recommendation (2018 (C/53/6) R#1) 
concerning the provision of more details of the relevance of IOD’s work to UPOV within the review of 
effectiveness, the Office of the Union explained that this would be addressed in the new UPOV Statement on 
Internal Control (October-December 2020). 
 
 
Arrears in contributions as of September 30, 2020 
 
23. The Consultative Committee considered document C/54/10. 
 
24. The Consultative Committee noted the status of payment of contributions as of September 30, 2020, 
and noted that due to recent payments, Ireland, Sweden and Ukraine had no arrears.   
The Consultative Committee noted that Ecuador had made a payment, leaving a balance of 588 Swiss francs. 
 
 
Financial Management Report for the 2018-2019 Biennium and Consolidation of reports 
 
25. The Consultative Committee noted that documents C/54/4 and CC/97/16 had been considered by 
correspondence. 
 
26. The Consultative Committee noted that the decisions in documents C/54/4 and CC/97/16 had been taken 
by the Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 37 and 38 
(see document C/54/18 “Consolidation of financial and performance reports”). 
 
27. The Consultative Committee noted the report from the Office of the Union that the decisions in documents 
C/54/4 and C/54/18 had been adopted by the Council on October 25, 2020, in the procedure by 
correspondence (see document C/54/17 “Outcome of consideration of documents by correspondence”, 
paragraphs 27 and 31). 
 
 
Strategic Business Plan 
 
28. The Consultative Committee noted that document CC/97/3 had been considered by correspondence. 
 
29. The Consultative Committee noted that the decisions in document CC/97/3 had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 40 to 42. 
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30. In response to a proposal from the Delegation of the European Union to provide a general context in 
relation to political and strategic developments and other trends and issues, the Vice Secretary-General 
proposed to introduce such a contextual background in future versions of the Strategic Business Plan, similar 
to the information that had been provided in Appendix I to the Annex to document CC/94/3. 
 
 
Preparation of the Draft Program and Budget for the 2022-2023 Biennium 
 
31. The Consultative Committee noted that document CC/97/8 had been considered by correspondence. 
 
32. The Consultative Committee noted that the decisions in document CC/97/8 had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 44 and 45. 
 
 
Financing of long-term employee benefits 
 
33. The Consultative Committee considered document CC/97/2. 
 
34. The Consultative Committee noted that, due to the COVID-19 situation, there had been no 
developments to report with regard to financing of long term employee benefits.  
 
 
Review of Regulation 4.6 of the UPOV Financial Regulation and Rules 
 
35. The Consultative Committee noted that document CC/97/4 had been considered by correspondence. 
 
36. The Consultative Committee noted that the decision in document CC/97/4 had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraph 47. 
 
37. The Consultative Committee noted the report from the Office of the Union that the decision in 
document C/54/19 “UPOV/INF/4 “Financial Regulations and Rules of UPOV (Revision of Regulation 4.6)” had 
been adopted by the Council on October 25, 2020, in the procedure by correspondence (see document 
C/54/17 “Outcome of consideration of documents by correspondence”, paragraph 25).  
 
 
Summary of the work of the Consultative Group on Long-term Financial Issues of UPOV 
 
38. The Consultative Committee noted that document CC/97/7 had been considered by correspondence. 
 
39. The Consultative Committee noted that the decisions in document CC/97/7 had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 49 to 55. 
 
Proposals for next steps  
 
40. The Consultative Committee considered document CC/97/15. 
 
41. The Consultative Committee noted the comments provided by the European Union in response to 
Circular E-20/121, of August 21, 2020, as reported in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 56 and 57. 
 
42. The Consultative Committee requested the Office of the Union to report to the Consultative Committee, at 
its ninety-eighth session, on developments concerning the issues on which the Consultative Group had prepared 
recommendations that were accepted by the Consultative Committee, as set out in paragraphs 19 and 20 of 
document CC/97/7, and any other relevant developments on matters considered by the Consultative Group.  
 
 
Communication strategy 
 
43. The Consultative Committee noted that document CC/97/6 Rev. had been considered by correspondence. 
 
44. The Consultative Committee noted that the decisions in document CC/97/6 rev. had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 60 to 62. 
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Training and assistance strategy 
 
45. The Consultative Committee considered document CC/97/14. 
 
46. The Consultative Committee agreed to modify decision paragraph 19(b) of document CC/97/14, as follows: 
 

“19. The Consultative Committee is invited to:  
 

 “(b) endorse the updating of training materials, to reflect recent developments (e.g. UPOV PRISMA 
and latest information on benefits of UPOV membership) and, in relation to the UPOV distance learning 
courses, the updating to be implemented for the 2021 sessions, reflecting both the 1978 Act and 1991 Act of 
the UPOV Convention;” 

 
47. The Consultative Committee recalled the importance of making UPOV session documents available 
according to the agreed timetable and agreed that document CC/97/14 with the revised decision paragraph 
be circulated to the Consultative Committee for approval by correspondence within 30 days. 
 
 
Program for the use of the Russian language in UPOV 
 
48. The Consultative Committee considered document CC/97/11. 
 
49. The Consultative Committee noted the developments reported in document CC/97/11. 
 
 
Policy on translation 
 
50. The Consultative Committee noted that document CC/97/10 Rev. had been considered by 
correspondence. 
 
51. The Consultative Committee noted that the decisions in document CC/97/10 Rev. had been taken by the 
Consultative Committee by correspondence, as provided in document CC/97/15, paragraphs 64 to 66. 
 
52. The Delegation of China made reference to document CC/97/10 Rev. “Draft UPOV Policy on 
Translation”, Annex II, paragraph 9 “[t]ranslation requirements in other languages will be in accordance with 
the programs adopted by the Council and will include a cost analysis” and proposed that consideration should 
be given not only to the cost analysis but also to the advantages of materials being available in other languages 
for the development of the UPOV system. 
 
53. The Vice Secretary-General confirmed that the policy was intended to consider both the benefits and 
the costs.  
 
 
Proposals on international cooperation 
 
54. The Consultative Committee considered documents CC/97/5 and CC/97/15. 
 
55. The Consultative Committee welcomed the proposals, analysis and information agreed by the Working 
Group on a Possible International System of Cooperation (WG-ISC), as set out in Annex II to 
document CC/97/5, in conjunction with the comments received from members of the Union in response to 
Circular E-20/121, and the additional information provided by the Office of the Union, reproduced in the Annex 
to document CC/97/15. 
 
56. The Consultative Committee noted the initiatives to address the proposals, as set out in Annex II to 
document CC/97/5.  
 
57. The Consultative Committee noted that the WG-ISC has completed its mandate according to its terms 
of reference. 
 
 
Providing support to new members of the Union 
 
58. The Consultative Committee considered document CC/97/12. 
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59. The Consultative Committee agreed to broaden the agenda item “Providing support for new members 
of the Union” to “New developments in members of the Union”, to identify and consider possibilities to address 
relevant developments in members of the Union.  
 
60. The Consultative Committee agreed to recommend to the Council the organization of a seminar, which 
would be open to members and observers, in the week of the UPOV sessions in 2021, to exchange information 
and experiences on strategies involving plant breeding and plant variety protection that addressed broad policy 
issues. 
 
61. The Consultative Committee agreed that the seminar would be based on presentations by members of 
the Union and that a draft program, developed in consultation with the President of the Council and based on 
interest for participation and presentations by the members of the Union, would be prepared by the Office of 
the Union and circulated to members of the Union, for comments by correspondence. 
 
 
Developments of relevance to UPOV in other international fora 
 
62. The Consultative Committee noted the developments reported in document CC/97/13. 
 
63. The Consultative Committee agreed to the participation of the Office of the Union in the reference group 
for the research project “Pathways to food security, poverty alleviation and livelihoods through the 
implementation of farmers’ rights to crop genetic diversity (DIVERSIFARM)”.  
 
64. The Consultative Committee welcomed the participation of the Office of the Union in other international 
fora and noted that its interventions and contributions would need to reflect the UPOV Convention. 
 
65. In relation to the following part of the Resolution 4/2019, “Implementation of the Global Information 
System”, from the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (ITPGRFA), held in Rome, Italy, from November 11 to 16, 2019 (GB-8):  
 

“[…] 
 
“4. Encourages the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) to explore 
possibilities for free access to and use of the information in the PLUTO database, including downloading 
information, for example by linking PLUTO to GLIS;” 

 
the Consultative Committee noted that the Delegation of Norway would propose that the Secretariat of the 
ITPGRFA contact the Office of the Union to explore the above possibilities.  It was further noted that 
developments concerning those explorations would be presented to the Consultative Committee for its 
consideration. 
 
 
Report on an initiative concerning smallholder farmers 
 
66. The Consultative Committee considered document CC/97/9, in conjunction with the joint presentation 
made by Oxfam, Plantum and Euroseeds (project team) concerning smallholder farmers. 
 
67. In reply to the questions raised by the Delegation of Canada, the project team clarified that: 
 

(a) consideration of the findings of the Report would be a choice for each member of the Union.  
As presented in the report, policy considerations of accessibility or affordability of seed of protected 
varieties in relation to smallholder farmers might not be relevant for certain members of the Union;  
 
(b) findings of the report were focused on seed-propagated crops and were not intended to apply to 
crops for non-food purposes, such as ornamentals and fiber crops.  Consultations with fruit breeders 
were ongoing;  and 
 
(c) the flowchart in the report was intended to apply only to specific acts of smallholder famers and 
would cease to be relevant when those farmers become commercial farmers, although there would be 
grey areas as farmers transitioned to becoming commercial farmers.  Breeders would only be interested 
to enforce their rights if famers were commercial farmers. 
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68. The Consultative Committee agreed the following in relation to providing guidance regarding the 
implementation of the exception of acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes in relation to 
smallholder farmers, taking into account the concerns raised at the session: 
 

(a) a circular to be sent to members of the Union requesting contributions on their experience and on 
their views on the implementation of the exception of acts done privately and for non-commercial 
purposes in relation to smallholder farmers; 
 
(b) the Office of the Union to draft guidance text taking into consideration the findings of the 
“Report and Recommendations of the project ‘Options to interpret the notion of private and 
non-commercial use as included in Article 15. 1. I of the UPOV 1991 Convention’” and its flowchart, in 
conjunction with the contributions in reply to the Circular (see (a) above); 
 
(c) to circulate the first draft of the guidance to the Consultative Committee for comments by 
correspondence in conjunction with a compendium of the contributions received in reply to the circular;  
and 
 
(d) based on the comments received on the first draft of the guidance, to prepare an updated version 
for consideration of the Consultative Committee at its session in 2021, together with consideration of 
the status (e.g. explanatory note, guidance document, FAQ) that any agreed guidance should have. 

 
 
Matters for information: 
 
69. The Consultative Committee noted the following documents under item 24 “Matters for information”, 
which had been posted for information on the CC/97 webpage: 
 

(a) Internal oversight and the WIPO Independent Advisory Oversight Committee (IAOC) 
(document CC/97/INF/2) 

(b) Observers in UPOV bodies (document CC/97/INF/3) 

(c) Situation concerning those States and intergovernmental organizations which have initiated the 
procedure for acceding to the UPOV Convention or which have been in contact with the Office of 
the Union for assistance in the development of laws based on the UPOV Convention 
(document CC/97/INF/4) 

70. In reply to a question by the Delegation of Japan on the provision of assistance for future 
UPOV members in the development of legislation and in the accession procedures in current 
COVID-19 situation, the Office of the Union explained that it was organizing virtual meetings to maintain 
progress. 

(d) UPOV PRISMA (document CC/97/INF/5) 
 
71. In response to a request from the Delegation of Norway, the Office of the Union confirmed that 
UPOV PRISMA would be updated to provide the information required for applications for plant breeders’ rights 
in Norway. 
 
 
Draft press release  
 
72. Subject to developments in the Council, the Consultative Committee recommended to the Council to 
approve the draft press release contained in the Annex to document C/54/20 Prov.. 
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Program for the ninety-eighth session  
 
73. The Consultative Committee noted the developments at the virtual UPOV sessions in 2020 in relation 
to the calendar of meetings in 2021 approved by the Council (see document C/54/8). 
The Consultative Committee agreed that the following changes be presented for the approval of the Council 
and a revised version of document C/54/8 be prepared: 
 

Administrative and Legal Committee 
 

WG-EDV/1  December 8, 2020 (virtual meeting) 
 Working Group on Essentially Derived Varieties (WG-EDV)  

 

(Seminar on harvested material: date to be decided) 
 

CAJ/78 October 27 

EAF/17 March 25 (morning) (virtual meeting from 12.00 pm to 2.00 pm (Geneva time)) 

EAF/18 October 26 (evening) 
 Meeting on the Development of an Electronic Application Form (EAF) 

 

Seminar on strategies that address policies involving plant breeding and plant variety protection  
(date to be decided) 

 
74. The Delegation of China expressed the commitment of China to UPOV and its activities.  The Delegation 
was of the view that the use of more languages would bring greater benefits to members of the Union.   
The Delegation proposed the inclusion of a new item “Possible use of the Chinese language in UPOV” for the 
program of the ninety-eighth session of the Consultative Committee, in 2021. 
 
75. The Delegation of the European Union referred to the study on cost implications and technical feasibility 
exercise that led to the program for the use of the Russian language in UPOV.  The Delegation was of the 
view that the introduction of any new language required a case-by-case analysis of all foreseen activities, 
taking into account technical feasibility and available resources to ensure that the costs are covered, and the 
European Union and its members States highlighted that a prudent approach was needed due to the size of 
UPOV and the current economic uncertainty.  
 
76. The Vice Secretary-General suggested to prepare a document with an analysis and proposals on activities 
and resourcing considerations, for consideration by the Consultative Committee at its ninety-eighth session. 
 
77. The Consultative Committee agreed to include the following item for the program of its ninety-eighth 
session:  “Possible use of the Chinese language in UPOV”. 
 
78. The following program was agreed for the ninety-eighth session of the Consultative Committee: 
 

1. Opening of the session 
 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
 
3. Preliminary examination of the conformity of the legislation or proposed legislation of any State 

or organization having submitted a request under Article 34(3) of the 1991 Act of the 
UPOV Convention 

 
4. Documents proposed for adoption by the Council  
 
5. Financial statements for 2020 

 
6. UPOV Performance Report for 2020 
 
7. Report of the External Auditor  

 
8. Arrears in contributions as of September 30, 2021  

 
9. Strategic Business Plan 
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10. Draft Program and Budget for the 2022-2023 Biennium  

 
11. Reporting on UPOV PRISMA financing 

 
12. Long-term Financial Issues of UPOV 
 
13. Communication strategy  

 
14. Training and assistance strategy 
 
15. Program for the use of the Russian language in UPOV 

 
16. Possible use of the Chinese language in UPOV 

 
17. Policy on translation 

 
18. New developments in members of the Union 

 
19. Possible guidance concerning smallholder farmers in relation to private and non-commercial use 
 
20. Developments of relevance to UPOV in other international fora 
 
21. Matters for information*: 

 
(a) Internal oversight and the WIPO Independent Advisory Oversight Committee (IAOC) 
 
(b) Observers in UPOV bodies 

 
(c) Situation concerning those States and intergovernmental organizations which have 

initiated the procedure for acceding to the UPOV Convention or which have been in contact 
with the Office of the Union for assistance in the development of laws based on the UPOV 
Convention 

 
(d) UPOV PRISMA 

 
22. Draft press release  
 
23. Program for the ninety-ninth session 
 
24. Adoption of the report on the conclusions (if time permits) 

 
79. This report was adopted by the 
Consultative Committee at the close of its session, on 
October 30, 2020. 

 
 

[Annex follows] 
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I. MEMBRES / MEMBERS / VERBANDSMITGLIEDER / MIEMBROS 

AFRIQUE DU SUD / SOUTH AFRICA / SÜDAFRIKA / SUDÁFRICA 

Noluthando NETNOU-NKOANA (Ms.), Director, Genetic Resources, Department of Agriculture, Rural 
development and Land Reform, Pretoria  
(e-mail: noluthandon@daff.gov.za) 

ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY / DEUTSCHLAND / ALEMANIA 

Elmar PFÜLB (Mr.), President, Bundessortenamt, Hannover  
(e-mail: elmar.pfuelb@bundessortenamt.de) 

Cathleen FARR (Ms.), Head of Section, Federal Plant Variety Office, Bundessortenamt, Hanover  
(e-mail: cathleen.farr@bundessortenamt.de) 

ARGENTINE / ARGENTINA / ARGENTINIEN / ARGENTINA 

María Laura VILLAMAYOR (Sra.), Coordinadora de Relaciones Institucionales e Interjurisdiccionales, 
Instituto Nacional de Semillas (INASE), Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca, Buenos Aires  
(e-mail: mlvillamayor@inase.gob.ar) 

Betina FABBIETTI (Ms.), Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the United 
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Geneva  
(e-mail: betina.fabbietti@missionarg.ch) 

AUSTRALIE / AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIEN / AUSTRALIA 

Nik HULSE (Mr.), Chief of Plant Breeders' Rights, Plant Breeder's Rights Office, IP Australia, Woden  
(e-mail: nik.hulse@ipaustralia.gov.au) 

AUTRICHE / AUSTRIA / ÖSTERREICH / AUSTRIA 

Birgit GULZ-KUSCHER (Ms.), Legal Advisor for Seed Law and Plant Variety Protection Law, Federal 
Ministery for Agriculture, Regions and Tourism, Wien  
(e-mail: birgit.gulz-kuscher@bmlrt.gv.at) 

BÉLARUS / BELARUS / BELARUS / BELARÚS 

Tatsiana SIAMASHKA (Ms.), Deputy Director of DUS Testing, State Inspection for Testing and Protection of 
Plant Varieties, Minsk  
(e-mail: belsort@sorttest.by) 

BELGIQUE / BELGIUM / BELGIEN / BÉLGICA 

Shannah BOENS (Ms.), Attaché, FOD Economie, KMO, Middenstand en Energie, Algemene Directie 
Economische Reglementering, Dienst voor de Intellectuele Eigendom, Bruxelles  
(e-mail: shannah.boens@economie.fgov.be) 

BRÉSIL / BRAZIL / BRASILIEN / BRASIL 

Ricardo ZANATTA MACHADO (Mr.), Federal Agricultural Inspector, Coordinator, Serviço Nacional de 
Proteção de Cultivares (SNPC), Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply, Brasilia D.F. 
(e-mail: ricardo.machado@agricultura.gov.br) 

Laís TAMANINI (Ms.), Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations Office and other 
international organizations in Geneva, Geneva  
(e-mail: lais.tamanini@itamaraty.gov.br) 
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CANADA / CANADA / KANADA / CANADÁ 

Anthony PARKER (Mr.), Commissioner, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA), Ottawa  
(e-mail: anthony.parker@canada.ca) 

CHILI / CHILE / CHILE / CHILE 

Manuel Antonio TORO UGALDE (Sr.), Jefe Departamento, Registro de Variedades Protegidas, División 
Semillas, Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG), Santiago de Chile  
(e-mail: manuel.toro@sag.gob.cl)  

CHINE / CHINA / CHINA / CHINA 

Yehan CUI (Mr.), Division Director, Division of Plant Variety Protection, Development Center of Science & 
Technology (DCST), Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Beijing  
(e-mail: cuiyehan@agri.gov.cn) 

Wen WEN (Ms.), Deputy Division Director, Division of New Plant Variety Protection, Development Center of 
Science and Technology, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Beijing  
(e-mail: wenwen@agri.gov.cn) 

Xuhong YANG (Ms.), Deputy Division Director, Development Center of Science and Technology, Beijing  
(e-mail: yangxuhong@agri.gov.cn) 

Ling ZHANG (Ms.), Deputy Division Director, International Cooperation Department, National Intellectual 
Property Administration, Beijing  
(e-mail: zhangling_1@cnipa.gov.cn) 

Yang YANG (Ms.), Senior Examiner, Division of Plant Variety Protection, Development Center of Science & 
Technology (DCST), Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Beijing  
(e-mail: yangyang@agri.gov.cn) 

Boxuan WU (Mr.), Program Administrator, Division I, International Cooperation Department, China National 
Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA)  
(e-mail: wuboxuan@cnipa.gov.cn) 

COLOMBIE / COLOMBIA / KOLUMBIEN / COLOMBIA 

Alfonso Alberto ROSERO (Sr.), Director Técnico de Semillas, Subgerencia de Protección Vegetal, Instituto 
Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA), Bogotá  
(e-mail: alberto.rosero@ica.gov.co) 

CROATIE / CROATIA / KROATIEN / CROACIA 

Željka CEGUR (Ms.), Head of Department for Plant Reproductive Material, Department for Plant 
Reproductive Material, Directorate for Agricultural Land, Crop Production and Market, Zagreb  
(e-mail: zeljka.cegur@mps.hr) 

Dunja HALAPIJA KAZIJA (Mr.), Senior Advisor, Zagreb  
(e-mail: dunja.h-kazija@mps.hr) 

ÉGYPTE / EGYPT / ÄGYPTEN / EGIPTO 

Mahasen Fawaz Mohamed GAD (Ms.), General Manager, Plant Variety Protection Office, Central 
Administration for Seed Certification (CASC), Giza  
(e-mail: mahasen.f.gad@gmail.com) 

Shymaa ABOSHOSHA (Ms.), Agronomic Engineer, Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO), Central 
Administration for Seed Testing and Certification (CASC), Giza  
(e-mail: sh_z9@hotmail.com) 

ÉQUATEUR / ECUADOR / ECUADOR / ECUADOR 

Paulina MOSQUERA HIDALGO (Sra.), Directora Nacional de Obtenciones Vegetales y Conocimientos 
Tradicionales, Servicio Nacional de Derechos Intelectuales (SENADI), Quito  
(e-mail: pcmosquera@senadi.gob.ec) 

Heidi VÁSCONES (Sra.), Segunda Secretaria, Misión Permanente del Ecuador ante Organización Mundial 
de Comercio, Ginebra  
(e-mail: t-hvascones@cancilleria.gob.ec) 
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ESPAGNE / SPAIN / SPANIEN / ESPAÑA 

Nuria URQUÍA FERNÁNDEZ (Sra.), Jefe de Área de Registro de Variedades, Subdirección General de 
Medios de Producción Agrícola y Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (OEVV), Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación (MAPA), Madrid  
(e-mail: nurquia@mapa.es) 

ESTONIE / ESTONIA / ESTLAND / ESTONIA 

Kristiina DIGRYTE (Ms.), Adviser, Plant Health Department, Tallinn  
(e-mail: kristiina.digryte@agri.ee) 

Anu NEMVALTS (Ms.), Head of Department, Organic Farming and Seed Department, Estonian Agricultural 
Board, Saku  
(e-mail: anu.nemvalts@pma.agri.ee) 

ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA /  
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

Elaine WU (Ms.), Senior Counsel, Office of Policy and International Affairs, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Alexandria  
(e-mail: elaine.wu@uspto.gov) 

Christian HANNON (Mr.), Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and International Affairs (OPIA), U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), Department of Commerce, 
Alexandria  
(e-mail: christian.hannon@uspto.gov) 

Jeffery HAYNES (Mr.), Commissioner, Plant Variety Protection Office, USDA, AMS, S&T, Washington D.C.  
(e-mail: Jeffery.Haynes@usda.gov) 

Kaylee LEWIS (Ms.), Plant Variety Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Office, USDA, Washington D.C. 
(e-mail: kaylee.lewis@usda.gov) 

Yasmine Nicole FULENA (Ms.), Intellectual Property Adviser, Permanent Mission of the United States of 
America to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Chambésy  
(e-mail: fulenayn@state.gov) 

FINLANDE / FINLAND / FINNLAND / FINLANDIA 

Tarja Päivikki HIETARANTA (Ms.), Senior Officer, Plant Variety Registration, Finnish Food Authority, Loimaa 
(e-mail: tarja.hietaranta@ruokavirasto.fi) 

FRANCE / FRANCE / FRANKREICH / FRANCIA 

Mariem OMRANI (Mme), Chargée d'études, Bureau des semences et de la protection intégrée des cultures, 
Sous-direction de la qualité, de la santé et de la protection des végétaux, Ministère de l’Agriculture et de 
l'Alimentation, Paris  
(e-mail: mariem.omrani@agriculture.gouv.fr) 

Yvane MERESSE (Mme), Responsable INOV, Groupe d'Étude et de Contrôle des Variétés et des 
Semences (GEVES), Beaucouzé cedex  
(e-mail: yvane.meresse@geves.fr) 

GÉORGIE / GEORGIA / GEORGIEN / GEORGIA 

Merab KUTSIA (Mr.), Head, Department of Inventions and New Plant Varieties and Animal Breeds, National 
Intellectual Property Center (SAKPATENTI), Mtskheta  
(e-mail: mkutsia@sakpatenti.org.ge) 

HONGRIE / HUNGARY / UNGARN / HUNGRÍA 

Dóra GYETVAINÉ VIRÁG (Ms.), Vice-President for Technical Affairs, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, 
Budapest  
(e-mail: dora.virag@hipo.gov.hu) 

Katalin MIKLÓ (Ms.), Head, Patent Department, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, Budapest  
(e-mail: katalin.miklo@hipo.gov.hu) 



CC/97/17 
Annexe / Annex / Anlage / Anexo 

page 4 / Seite 4 / página 4 
 

ISRAËL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL 

Dikla DABBY-NAOR (Ms.), Chairperson, Plant Breeders' Rights Council, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Beit-Dagan  
(e-mail: diklad@moag.gov.il) 

Zipora RASABY (Ms.), PBR Coordinator, Plant Breeders' Rights Council, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Beit-Dagan  
(e-mail: tsippyr@moag.gov.il) 

JAPON / JAPAN / JAPAN / JAPÓN 

Atsushi SUGINAKA (Mr.), Deputy Director General, Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo  
(e-mail: atsushi_suginaka520@maff.go.jp) 

Tomochika MOTOMURA (Mr.), Principal Deputy Director, Intellectual Property Division, Food Industry Affairs 
Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo  
(e-mail: tomochika_motomur130@maff.go.jp) 

Teruhisa MIYAMOTO (Mr.), Deputy Director of Plant Variety Office, Intellectual Propetry Division, Food 
Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo  
(e-mail: teruhisa_miyamoto170@maff.go.jp) 

Hideki MAEDA (Mr.), Chief Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division , Food 
Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo  
(e-mail: hideki_maeda860@maff.go.jp) 

KENYA / KENYA / KENIA / KENYA 

Jacob CHEPTAIWA (Mr.), AG Head, Seed Certification and Plant Variety Office, Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS),  
Nairobi (e-mail: jcheptaiwa@kephis.org) 

Gentrix Nasimiyu JUMA (Ms.), Chief Plant Examiner, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), 
Nairobi  
(e-mail: gjuma@kephis.org) 

LITUANIE / LITHUANIA / LITAUEN / LITUANIA 

Sigita JUCIUVIENE (Ms.), Head, Plant Variety Division, Registration and Legal Protection, State Plant 
Service under the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Lithuania, Vilnius  
(e-mail: sigita.juciuviene@vatzum.lt) 

MEXIQUE / MEXICO / MEXIKO / MÉXICO 

Leobigildo CÓRDOVA TÉLLEZ (Sr.), Titular, Servicio Nacional de Inspección y Certificación de Semillas 
(SNICS), Secretaría de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural (SADER), México  
(e-mail: leobigildo.cordova@agricultura.gob.mx) 

Víctor Manuel VÁSQUEZ NAVARRETE (Sr.), Director de Variedades Vegetales, Servicio Nacional de 
Inspección y Certificacíon de Semillas (SNICS), Secretaría de Agricutlura y DesarrollolRural (SADER), 
México  
(e-mail: victor.vasquez@agricultura.gob.mx) 

Maria del Pilar ESCOBAR BAUTISTA (Mrs.), Consejera, Misión Permanente de México ante las Naciones 
Unidas y otros Organismos Internacionales en Ginebra, Genève  
(e-mail: pescobar@sre.gob.mx) 

NORVÈGE / NORWAY / NORWEGEN / NORUEGA 

Terje RØYNEBERG (Mr.), Senior Advisor, Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Oslo  
(e-mail: tero@lmd.dep.no) 

Pia BORG (Ms.), Senior Advisor, Norwegian Food Safety Authority, Brumunddal  
(e-mail: pia.borg@mattilsynet.no) 

Svanhild-Isabelle Batta TORHEIM (Ms.), Senior Advisor, Department of Forest and Natural Resource Policy, 
Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Oslo  
(e-mail: sto@lmd.dep.no) 

Torgun Marit JOHNSEN (Ms.), Adviser, Norwegian Food Safety Authority  
(e-mail: tomjo@mattilsynet.no) 
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Elin Cecilie RANUM (Ms.), Advisor, Oslo  
(e-mail: elin@utviklingsfondet.no) 

NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE / NEW ZEALAND / NEUSEELAND / NUEVA ZELANDIA 

Christopher James BARNABY (Mr.), PVR Manager / Assistant Commissioner, Plant Variety Rights Office, 
Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand, Ministry of Economic Development, Christchurch  
(e-mail: Chris.Barnaby@pvr.govt.nz) 

ORGANISATION AFRICAINE DE LA PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE /  
AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION /  
AFRIKANISCHE ORGANISATION FÜR GEISTIGES EIGENTUM /  
ORGANIZACIÓN AFRICANA DE LA PROPIEDAD INTELECTUAL 

Vladimir Ludovic MEZUI ONO (M.), Examinateur des Brevets, chargé des obtentions végétales, 
Organisation africaine de la propriété intellectuelle (OAPI), Yaoundé  
(e-mail: vladimir.mezui@oapi.int) 

Odile FOUDA KOUNOU (Mme), Chargée de la délivrance des brevets et certificats d’obtention végétale, 
Direction des Brevets et autres créations techniques (DBCT), Organisation africaine de la propriété 
intellectuelle (OAPI), Yaoundé  
(e-mail: odile.fouda-kounou@oapi.int) 

PAYS-BAS / NETHERLANDS / NIEDERLANDE / PAÍSES BAJOS 

Marien VALSTAR (Mr.), Senior Policy Officer, Seeds and Plant Propagation Material, DG Agro, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, The Hague  
(e-mail: m.valstar@minlnv.nl) 

Kees Jan GROENEWOUD (Mr.), Secretary, Dutch Board for Plant Varieties (Raad voor Plantenrassen), , 
Roelofarendsveen  
(e-mail: c.j.a.groenewoud@raadvoorplantenrassen.nl) 

Bert SCHOLTE (Mr.), Head Department Variety Testing, Naktuinbouw NL, Roelofarendsveen  
(e-mail: b.scholte@naktuinbouw.nl) 

POLOGNE / POLAND / POLEN / POLONIA 

Edward S. GACEK (Mr.), Director General, Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU), Słupia Wielka 
(e-mail: e.gacek@coboru.gov.pl) 

Marcin BEHNKE (Mr.), Deputy Director General for Experimental Affairs, Research Centre for Cultivar 
Testing (COBORU), Słupia Wielka  
(e-mail: m.behnke@coboru.gov.pl) 

Alicja RUTKOWSKA- ŁOŚ (Ms.), Head, National Listing and Plant Breeders' Rights Protection Office, The 
Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU), Słupia Wielka 
(e-mail: a.rutkowska-los@coboru.gov.pl) 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL 

Carlos PEREIRA GODINHO (Mr.), Senior officer, Directorate General for Food and Veterinary, Lisboa  
(e-mail: carlos.godinho@dgav.pt) 

RÉPUBLIQUE DE CORÉE / REPUBLIC OF KOREA / REPUBLIK KOREA / REPÚBLICA DE COREA 

Eunhee SOH (Ms.), Deputy Director/Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Division, Korea Seed and Variety 
Service (KSVS), Gimcheon City  
(e-mail: eunhee.soh@korea.kr) 

RÉPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE / DOMINICAN REPUBLIC / DOMINIKANISCHE REPUBLIK /  
REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA 

María Ayalivis GARCÍA MEDRANO (Sra.), Directora, Oficina para el Registro de Variedades y Obtenciones 
Vegetales (OREVADO), Santo Domingo  
(e-mail: mgarcia@orevado.gob.do) 

Víktor V. RODRÍGUEZ SILVA (Sr.), Director, Oficina de Tratados Comerciales Agrícolas (OTCA), Ministerio 
de Agricultura, Santo Domingo  
(e-mail: vrodriguez@otca.gob.do) 
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RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE / CZECH REPUBLIC / TSCHECHISCHE REPUBLIK / REPÚBLICA CHECA 

Daniel JUREČKA (Mr.), Director General, Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture 
(ÚKZÚZ), Brno  
(e-mail: daniel.jurecka@ukzuz.cz) 

Radmila SAFARIKOVÁ (Ms.), Senior Officer, National Plant Variety Office, Central Institute for Supervising 
and Testing in Agriculture (UKZUZ), Brno  
(e-mail: radmila.safarikova@ukzuz.cz) 

RÉPUBLIQUE-UNIE DE TANZANIE / UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA /  
VEREINIGTE REPUBLIK TANSANIA / REPÚBLICA UNIDA DE TANZANÍA 

Patrick NGWEDIAGI (Mr.), Director General, Tanzania Official Seed Certification Institute (TOSCI), 
Morogoro  
(e-mail: ngwedi@yahoo.com; pat.ngwedi@gmail.com) 

Twalib Mustafa NJOHOLE (Mr.), Registrar of Plant Breeders' Rights, Plant Breeders Rights' Office, Ministry 
of Agriculture (MoA), Dodoma  
(e-mail: twalibnjohole8@gmail.com) 

Jacqueline MBUYA MHANDO (Ms.), Principal Agricultural Officer, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Ministry of 
Agriculture (MOA), Dodoma  
(e-mail: jfranto@yahoo.com) 

Joyce Eligi MOSILE (Ms.), Agricultural Officer, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Ministry of Agriculture (MOA), 
Dodoma  
(e-mail: Joyce.mosile@kilimo.go.tz) 

Lawrence NDOSI (Mr.), Agricultural Officer, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), 
Dodoma  
(e-mail: lawrenceyobu@gmail.com) 

Dorah BIVUGILE (Ms.), Research Officer, Tanzania Official Seed Certification Institute (TOSCI), Morogoro 
(e-mail: maydorah@gmail.com) 

ROUMANIE / ROMANIA / RUMÄNIEN / RUMANIA 

Teodor Dan ENESCU (Mr.), Counsellor, State Institute for Variety Testing and Registration (ISTIS), Bucarest 
(e-mail: enescu_teodor@istis.ro) 

ROYAUME-UNI / UNITED KINGDOM / VEREINIGTES KÖNIGREICH / REINO UNIDO 

Andrew MITCHELL (Mr.), Controller of Plant Variety Rights, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA), Cambridge  
(e-mail: andy.mitchell@defra.gov.uk) 

SERBIE / SERBIA / SERBIEN / SERBIA 

Jovan VUJOVIC (Mr.), Head, Plant Protection Directorate, Group for Plant Variety Protection and Biosafety, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Belgrade  
(e-mail: jovan.vujovic@minpolj.gov.rs) 

Gordana LONCAR (Ms.), Senior Adviser for Plant Variety protection, Plant Protection Directorate, Group for 
Plant Variety Protection and Biosafety, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Belgrade  
(e-mail: gordana.loncar@minpolj.gov.rs) 

SLOVAQUIE / SLOVAKIA / SLOWAKEI / ESLOVAQUIA 

Ľubomir BASTA (Mr.), National Coordinator for the Cooperation of the Slovak Republic with UPOV, Senior 
Officer, Department of Variety Testing, Central Control and Testing Institute in Agriculture (ÚKSÚP), 
Bratislava  
(e-mail: lubomir.basta@uksup.sk) 

SLOVÉNIE / SLOVENIA / SLOWENIEN / ESLOVENIA 

Jože ILERŠIČ (Mr.), Secretary, Agriculture Directorate, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food (MAFF), 
Ljubljana  
(e-mail: joze.ilersic@gov.si) 
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SUÈDE / SWEDEN / SCHWEDEN / SUECIA 

Magnus FRANZÉN (Mr.), Deputy Head, Plant and Control Department, Swedish Board of Agriculture, 
Jönköping  
(e-mail: magnus.franzen@jordbruksverket.se) 

SUISSE / SWITZERLAND / SCHWEIZ / SUIZA 

Alwin KOPSE (M.), Chef des Affaires internationales, Unité Affaires internationales et Sécurité alimentaire, 
Office fédéral de l'agriculture (OFAG), Bern  
(e-mail: alwin.kopse@blw.admin.ch) 

Manuela BRAND (Ms.), Plant Variety Rights Office, Plant Health and Varieties, Office fédéral de l'agriculture 
(OFAG), Bern  
(e-mail: manuela.brand@blw.admin.ch) 

Eva TSCHARLAND (Frau), Juristin, Fachbereich Recht und Verfahren, Office fédéral de l'agriculture 
(OFAG), Bern  
(e-mail: eva.tscharland@blw.admin.ch) 

Alfred KLÄY (M.), Responsable de secteur, Office fédéral de l'agriculture (OFAG), Bern  
(e-mail: alfred.klay@blw.admin.ch) 

UNION EUROPÉENNE / EUROPEAN UNION / EUROPÄISCHE UNION / UNIÓN EUROPEA 

Päivi MANNERKORPI (Ms.), Team Leader - Plant Reproductive Material, Unit G1 Plant Health, Directorate 
General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE), European Commission, Brussels  
(e-mail: paivi.mannerkorpi@ec.europa.eu) 

Stefan HAFFKE (Mr.), Policy Officer, Directorate General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE), Brussels 
(e-mail: stefan.haffke@ec.europa.eu) 

Martin EKVAD (Mr.), President, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers  
(e-mail: ekvad@cpvo.europa.eu) 

Francesco MATTINA (Mr.), Vice-President, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers  
(e-mail: mattina@cpvo.europa.eu) 

Dirk THEOBALD (Mr.), Senior Adviser, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers  
(e-mail: theobald@cpvo.europa.eu) 

II. GUEST SPEAKERS 

Judith DE ROOS-BLOKLAND (Ms.), Legal Counsel, Regulatory and Legal Affairs, Plantum NL, Gouda 
(e-mail: j.deroos@plantum.nl) 

Szonja CSÖRGÖ (Ms.), Director, Intellectual Property & Legal Affairs, Euroseeds, Bruxelles 
(e-mail: szonjacsorgo@euroseeds.eu) 

Catherine Chepkurui LANG'AT (Ms.), Technical Manager Plant Breeding & Variety Registration, Euroseeds, 
Bruxelles  
(e-mail: catherinelangat@euroseeds.eu) 

Bram DE JONGE (Mr.), Seed Policy Officer, Oxfam Novib, Wageningen  
(e-mail: Bram.de.Jonge@oxfamnovib.nl 

III. BUREAU DE L’OMPI / OFFICE OF WIPO / BÜRO DER WIPO / OFICINA DE LA OMPI 

Chitra NARAYANASWANY (Ms.), Director, Program Planning and Finance (Controller), Department of 
Program Planning and Finance 

Janice COOK ROBBINS (Ms.), Director, Finance Division, Department of Program Planning and Finance 

Isabel MONTAGNE (Ms.), Senior Project Manager, Program Performance and Budget Division, Department 
of Program Planning and Finance 

IV. BUREAU / OFFICER / VORSITZ / OFICINA 

Marien VALSTAR (Mr.), Chair 

Yehan CUI (Mr.), Vice-Chair 
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V. BUREAU DE L’UPOV / OFFICE OF UPOV / BÜRO DER UPOV / OFICINA DE LA UPOV 

Daren TANG (Mr.), Secretary-General 

Peter BUTTON (Mr.), Vice Secretary-General 

Yolanda HUERTA (Ms.), Legal Counsel and Director of Training and Assistance 

Ben RIVOIRE (Mr.), Head of Seed Sector Cooperation and Regional Development (Africa, Arab Countries) 

Leontino TAVEIRA (Mr.), Head of Technical Affairs and Regional Development (Latin America, Caribbean) 

Hend MADHOUR (Ms.), IT Officer 

Manabu SUZUKI (Mr.), Technical/Regional Officer (Asia) 

Caroline ROVERE (Ms.), Communication and Events Officer 
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